
Spring  
Leader Specific 
Training

I n consideration of your volunteer 
efforts Camelback District has 
compressed the time and reduced 

the price so that you can receive 
all required training in a day and a 
half and for half the cost of identical 
training offered in other districts. 

Making a difference in the lives of 
the youth requires  training.    

As an added bonus, it is held at the 
Heard Scout Pueblo so you don’t 
even have to take time off work!  We 
will be providing Leader Specific 

Training (LST) 
for Boy Scouts, 
Varsity Scouts, and 
Venturing along with 
the Introduction to 
Outdoor Leader Skills 

(IOLS) that weekend.  Completion 
of these two courses qualifies you 
to wear the “Trained” patch and will 
go a long way toward providing you 
the tools to have a quality youth-run 
program.    

We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

Fri-Sat
March
18-19

Heard Scout Pueblo

HarrumphCamel’sThe
Follow us in Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/408037249260785/
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Can we not 
interpret our 
adult wisdom into 
the language of 
boyhood?

Robert Baden Powell

❶www.camelbackbsa.org

“

”

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/events/scout-o-rama/40079

BSA Grand Canyon Council

Camelback
District

Scout
-o-

Rama

We better be 
makin’ plans to 
be at the Spring 
Camporee. Yup!

Friday • Saturday • Sunday

April 15, 16, 17
Pioneer Living History Museum

3901 W. Pioneer Road
Phoenix, AZ

Our Biggest Camporee Ever
Horseshoe Toilet Toss

Potato Spoon Race
Telegraphing

Sack Race
Hoop Race

Return With Us to the Thrilling Days of 
Yesteryear.

Dutch Oven
Cooking Contest

Plan to have fun in an authentic western setting. Gateway Contest 
- Your camp entrance should be of a Western Theme using rope 
lashings only. And to make it more fun, plan your meals with a 

western theme and dress up like a cowboy.

Coming Soon

April
8-10 OA Vigil Weekend
9  Varsity/Venturing  
 Soccer Tournament
15-17  Spring Camporee
29-30 Venturing Big Event
30  Pinewood District Derby

Scout-O-Rama 2016 is just around the corner 
folks! The Camelback District is excited to 
show off our STEM/Nova chops at Arizona's 

Premier Scouting Event! Be sure to come out on 
Saturday from 9:00am - 4:00pm at University of 
Phoenix Stadium Lawns B and C.
The District STEM/Nova booth aims to showcase 
some of the great moments captured of Scouts, 
their families at our various Scouting events 
and offer a head-scratching, Scout-busting 
challenge. Why not come by and encourage your 
boys and girls to explore their Scouting Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math passions? 
We are prepared to mentor your unit and get your 
kids excited about the intersection of Scouting 
and STEM! 
Do you have a career with 
a STEM background or 
are you currently studying 
in a STEM field? Are you 
an Engineer, a Doctor, a 
Geologist, a Chemist, a Computer Programmer, 
an Actuary, a Physicist, etc?  The Camelback 
District STEM/Nova Committee is actively seeking 
to put together a network of Supernova Mentors, 
an exciting agenda of STEM-Scouting events and 
collaborate on activity resources to support our 
Scouts, leaders and units. Perhaps even consider 
signing up for a 1-hr slot at the booth to share 
your background and experiences with our youth 
and inspire them towards a STEM career! 
Please contact the District STEM/Nova Chair, Roy 
W. Smolens Jr. (602 531-7907 /  
smoroi@gmail.com), for more info.
There is still time for Units to register a booth

Sat
February

20
Univ. of Phx Stadium

Visit Our 
District STEM 
Booth at

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/2016-spring-camporee/1806006

Jeff Porter has accepted 
the nominating committee's 
offer to lead our District for 

the next few years, beginning in 
March. He has the confidence 
of the Key Leadership to lead us 
forward to even greater success. 
Also the Grand Canyon Council 
has appointed Fernando Gomez 
as our District Director, replacing 
Jose Rodriguez, who has accepted 
another position within the Council. 
Jeff and Fernando will be guiding 
the Camelback District Leadership 
through the customary transition 
as John Wintersteen turns over the 
reins to Jeff.

See Fernando's bio on page 2

New District
 Chair Chosen

Three Legged Race
Hoop Trundling 
Potato Race 
Ball Race
Crab Race

Western
Cowboy Shootout
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Fernando is our new District Executive taking over 
for Jose Rodriguez. was born in Mexico City and 
migrated to the United States in 1986. At an early 

age began working behind the scenes in media outlets 
and eventually helped his family launch a station 
in Mexico City during the late 90’s. Attended and 
graduated from the University of Sonora in 1999 with 
a Bachelor’s Degree on Broadcast Media Management 
and certified his degree at The University of Arizona. Spent 17 years working for local & 
network Media outlets specifically in the Radio, TV & Ad agency arena primarily involved in 
marketing, sales & promotion.

Fernando acquired retail marketing experience while employed by Miller Brewing Company 
under their Hispanic & Special initiatives and lead a sales team in the drive to retail programs 
and “Solo con Invitación” Tours. Consequently, brought his relationship-based experiences to 
NBC/ Telemundo as VP of Creative Services & Marketing for local and network level tasks. 

As a dedicated community member, Fernando has been involved in non-profit & volunteer 
board service in the following capacities:

 • Susan G Komen Breast Cancer Foundation Board of Directors 
 • Friendly House Advisory Board 
 • Centro Cultural Mexicano  & Latino Institute Media Committee 
 • Media Sub-committee for the  2005 Mid-Year & 2010 Census 
 • Friends of Phoenix recognition on 2003, 2004 & 2005 
 • St. Jude’s Research Hospital Hispanic outreach/volunteer committee member 
 • Former Mesa West & Sun City Rotary Club Member 
 • ASU Hispanic Business Alumni Board Member

As a BSA professional, Fernando has served the Grand Canyon Council since 2012 as: 
 • DE in Mesa, Sr. District Executive in Lake Pleasant, District Director in Mesa 
 • Camp Director at Lake Pleasant Aquatics Camp 
 • Unit Commissioner at Camp Geronimo 
 • Completed Wood Badge Training & Summer Camp Administration Training 
 • Professional Scouting Level 1, 2 & 3 

Fernando Gomez is married to Dominga Gonzalez for15 years and have 4 children, Fernando 
Alan 21, Caleb Adair 14, and Montserrat 11 & Fernanda 9. Fully bilingual - bi-cultural Latino 
living in the United States and a proud Parishioner at St. Francis Xavier Jesuit Parish serving 
as Liturgy & Eucharist Minister. 

Meet Our New 

District Executive
Fernando Gomez

Fernando Gomez One of the requirements for the 
District Committee Scouter's Key 
is to complete the 3-hour District 

Committee Training Workshop, which 
will be held at the Grand Canyon Council 
office on Thursday, March 31, from 
6:30 to 9:30 pm.

The purpose of the training is 
to provide district committee 
members and all commissioners 
the information to do the best job in 
their district Scouter roles:

• Organization and functioning of 
Camelback District today, including 
the programs unique to this district 
such as a separate Venturing "program 
manager" committee, Soccer & 
Scouting, and Volunteer Development.

• Resources available to commissioners 
and operating committee members.

• Specialized information on district 
communications channels, including 
the Camel’s Harrumph email newsletter, 
district web page and Friends of 
Camelback District Facebook page.

• Resources for recruiting Scouters for 
district operating committees and as 
commissioners, including Friendstorming 
lists, Nominating Committee activities, 
Scouting Alumni and National Eagle 
Scout Association lists.

And to have some fun and fellowship 
with your fellow Scouters, all in one 
evening!

This dynamic 
training, which 
will help you 
do whatever 
Scouting job 
you have 

volunteered for, is scheduled for the 
5th Thursday in March.  Scouters in 
Camelback District normally reserve 
Thurday evenings for adult leader 
meetings, and the extra Thursday 
in March means that the District 
Committee Training Workshop won't 
conflict with the other scheduled 
Scouter meetings.

District Committee Training Workshop
Thursday
March

31
Grand Canyon Council

You think they'd 
ever remember 
their best day of 
television ever? 
No Way.

That happens in
Scouting
Camelback District•BSA
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Camelback District
New Eagle Scouts

Scott Mitchell Troop 6
Chancellor Johnson Troop 127
Ryan Lanley Troop 329
Jack Sloan Troop 329

January

Max Lawcock T41
Glenn Pace T441
Curtis Borg  Team 663
Sterling Raveling  T446
Austin Padilla  T102
Michael Cruse  T41                         

December

Training 
Award 
Recipients
On behalf of the Camelback 

District Training Committee, 
we congratulate again all of 

the honorees at the District Awards 
Dinner on January 30th. We especially 
congratulate and recognize those who 
earned training and tenure awards over 
the course of 2015:
Den Leader Training Awards:  
Brian Borntrager, Sean Bridges,  
Jaclynn   Malone, & James Poulin
Scouter's Training Awards:  
Patricia George, David Hinkle,  
James Houser, Cameron McMurtrey,  
Jeff Porter, & Judy Walden
Cubmaster's Key:  
James Houser
Scoutmaster's Key:  
Elton Bordenave
Venturing Training Awards:  
Julie Kovarik, Doreen Song,  
& Jason Song
Advisor's Key:  
Doreen Song
Commissioner Key:  
Judy Walden
Commissioner Award  
of Excellence:  
Judy Walden
We look forward to celebrating more 
earned training awards in 2016.  
Check the 'Adult Recognition' booth 
at Roundtable to get the requirements 
forms.

Online Training
W ith recharter now complete, 

it's a great time to ensure you 
have trained leaders in your 

units.  Each adult leader can go to 
http://my.scouting.org and check on 
the required training for their current 
position in the unit. Additional training 
is also available online for things like 
Safe Swim Defense and Climb On Safely 
as you begin the planning process for 
some big summer activities.

Varsity 
Vision
The district training committee 

is in the process of planning a 
Varsity Vision training course.  

If your varsity team is interested in 
participating, please contact Cameron 
McMurtrey for more details.

Ceremonies play an important 
role in Scouting by recognizing 
achievements and creating 

memories that last a lifetime.  Every 
Webelos Scout deserves a special 
commemoration upon earning his 
Arrow of Light award and / or crossing 
over to a troop.  The young men of 
the Order of the Arrow can help you 
“Do Your Best” to reward the hard 
work put forth by you, your boys, and 
their parents with a meaningful and 
impressive Indian-themed ceremony. 

Any Camelback District pack wishing 
to have an Arrow of Light ceremony 
performed by the Oraibi Chapter can 
send a request to uwiwita@cox.net. 
Reservations must be made at least 
two weeks in advance.  Availability 
of the team is not guaranteed 
(we’re volunteers just like you), so 
early requests are more likely to be 

accommodated on your preferred 
date. We recommend scheduling the 
ceremony separately from a pack 
meeting and limiting participation to 
the Webelos, their families, and pack 
leadership.  A maximum of twenty 
AOL recipients can be accommodated 
in a ceremony. The latest that we can 
schedule a pack performance is 4/9/16.

In addition, we will offer a ceremony 
at the spring camporee for anybody 
who was not otherwise served. This 
ceremony will occur on Saturday 
afternoon 4/16/16 at Pioneer 
Living History Museum. 
Anybody who wishes to be 
recognized at the spring 
camporee ceremony 
should send a reservation 
request to uwiwita@cox.
net no later than 4/9/16. 

Ceremony Team Offering 
Arrow of Light Ceremonies Oraibi Chapter 

Order of the 
Arrow Call-out at 
Spring Camporee

Scoutmasters and team coaches, 
plan to have your units’ Order of 
the Arrow candidates called-out 

at the spring camporee campfire on 
Saturday 4/16/16. The Oraibi Chapter 
will present a meaningful ceremony 

to recognize candidates and 
inform them of how to 

become members of the 
Order. Schedule your 
unit election before 
the camporee (see 

separate article in this newsletter) and 
begin your candidates’ journeys in a 
way they’ll remember forever.

Any youth Arrowmen who are interested 
in performing on the ceremony team 
or adult Arrowmen who can assist the 
team with transportation and logistics 
should e-mail uwiwita@cox.net for 
more information. Our team currently 
supports the district with Arrow of Light 
and call-out ceremonies. We support 
the lodge with pre-Ordeal, Ordeal, and 
Brotherhood ceremonies. We currently 
have five experienced ceremonialists 
and would love for more members to 
enhance and expand our offerings. The 
team is well-known and respected in the 
Wipala Wiki Lodge and has fun at our 
occasional practices and ceremonies.
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Committee Requests 
1. Seek information (and an 

article if possible) on good 
things that units have been 
involved in (community service, 
exciting outdoor experiences, 
special recognitions, etc) for 
the Camel's Harrumph district 
email newsletter, and for 
other purposes.  Send these 
to the District Vice Chair for 
Communications, Mike Swaine, at 
cbdcommchair@gmail.com.

2. Pass on information on: 
Scouting for Food this Sunday, 
February 6 -- go to this link 
for details:   http://www.
grandcanyonbsa.org/activities/
scouting-for-food/33110  

     Scout O Rama at the University 
of Phoenix Stadium on Saturday, 
February 20, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, 
particularly to urge them to sign 
up for and put up a booth.

     District Spring Camporee, April 
15-17 at Pioneer Village off I-17:   
Scouts, Varsity and Webelos who 
are with a troop

3.  Encourage units to sell camp 
cards.

4.  Encourage units to schedule a 
Friends of Scouting presentation 
to parents -- LDS and District 
Leadership campaigns are in 
progress; traditional unit FOS 
campaign has begun the 1st of 
February.

District Committee/Commissioners
DistrictGive&Take

A t the January 28 District Leadership meetings, the District 
Committee requested that Unit Commissioners and Assistant 
District Commissioners talk about these four topics in their 

contacts with the leaders of the units they serve:

Many people are running into the 
issue that when they update 
their youth protection training or 

when they take leader specific courses 
online, their training records are not 
being updated. Please follow these 
directions to rectify the issue:

When a person renews their Youth 
Protection Training, or takes online
training make sure they check their 
profile in the old MyScouting site
http://myscouting.org and see if their 
CURRENT member ID is there. They can
get their member ID from their unit 
committee chairperson (it is on the
unit roster and in Member Manager in 
MyScouting Tools) or from their
membership card. If it is not there, they 
should ADD it and make it their
primary ID number. From then on all 
training they take online will
automatically be recorded at council and 
national.

Example of renewing Youth Protection 
Training
1. Log into http://myscouting.org
2. Click on My Profile in the upper left
3. Scroll down and check to see if their 
CURRENT member ID is there
4. If not, ADD it and make it the primary 
ID
5. Log into the new http://my.scouting.
org/ (note the . after My and
Scouting)

6. Click on the large Youth Protection 
graphic to the right and take the
training

Example of taking online leader 
training
1. Log into http://myscouting.org
2. Click on My Profile in the upper left
3. Scroll down and check to see if their 
CURRENT member ID is there
4. If not, ADD it and make it the primary 
ID
5. Log into the new http://my.scouting.
org/ (note the . after My and
Scouting)
6. Upon login to My.Scouting.org, 
training courses can be found by
selecting the Home button in the upper 
left hand corner, then My Dashboard
in the menu list. It will default to the My 
Training section with the
following 4 tab selections:
• YPT – displays the Youth Protection 
training courses available.
• Training Center – displays the Scouting 
programs containing the training
courses applicable to the specific 
program.
• Requirements – displays training 
courses required to become
position-trained for your current 
registered position(s).
• Completions – displays training 
courses that were completed.

If you need additional assistance with 
online training, please call
972-580-2489. (Advocates are 
available Monday to Friday from 7:00A 
to 7:00P CT; after this time you will be 
transferred to our voicemail which will 

be answered the following day) or send 
an email to MyScouting@Scouting.org

Resolving Youth Protection Registration Issues
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of theHike
Month
Parson Springs

T he hike up the Parsons Trail is a 
pleasant stroll along a cool, clear 
desert stream set in a magnificent red 
rock canyon. Sycamore Canyon is a 

place sufficiently unique to have been one 
of the first areas protected as wilderness in 
Arizona. The trail leads through the lower 
reaches of this wilderness through a riparian 
area rich in plant and animal life.

Colorful cliffs that are a unique mix of dark 
columnar basalt, red sandstone, and buff 
colored limestone enclose the lush green 
of the oasis. The trail leads 4 miles to a 
large pool called Parson Springs where this 
considerable stream springs to the surface 
from the underground course it has followed 
through the majority of the canyon. Up 
canyon from this point surface flow only 
occurs during snowmelt and after summer 
monsoons. 

As you move along the trail there are cairn 
cages in rebar to follow. No camping along 
the trail, only just beyond the spring where 
the creek goes underground.

For more information:  
http://www.camelbackdistrictbsa.org/#!blog/cv71❹

HarrumphCamel’sThe BSA Grand Canyon Council
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Roundtable Merit Badge Classes
February
Citizenship in the Community
March
Citizenship in the Community

April
Family Life
May
Family Life 
June
Family Life

http://www.camelbackdistrictbsa.org/#!merit-badge-schedule/c1zpe
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Commissioners'
Corner New Year's Resolutions!

As we roll out a new year in Camelback District, our Unit Commissioners 
will be working closely with Unit Key 3 in the first quarter to help them 
set their JTE goals for 2016. Together as a team they will work through a 

Detailed Unit Assessment which covers JTE criteria in order to help them identify 
strengths and develop plans for their success throughout the year! Both the Unit 
Assessment and JTE tools work in parallel to guide Units toward a FUN and exciting 
year in Scouting... prior planning prevents poor performance, which is why as Unit 
Commissioners, we are here to serve units and help them succeed!

Gentlemen,
start your  
engines.
Camelback District 
Pinewood Derby  
Finals
April 30, 2016

The Venture Big Event is for recruiting new 
members  
into your Venture Crew. 

Participants can bring friends and sample one of the many 
high adventure activities possible in Venturing, receive 
orientation to Venturing, and sign up into a Venture Crew 

as a new member. The optional activities at the Heard Pueblo 
include overnight camping, Introductory SCUBA instruction, 
Rifle and Pistol Shooting, Rappelling, COPE course activities, 
and an interfaith worship service. 

Each participant will need to pay $26  and will select the 
events to include in their Big Event Schedules, then download 
the appropriate parental consent forms. Signed consent are 
required, and forms will be collected at the registration check in, 
and at each adventure activity location. 

A Big Event Schedule for an individual participant can include 
camping over Friday night at the Heard Pueblo with their 
Venture Crew and a potential Venture recruit, cooking a 
breakfast meal Saturday morning,

Then the Venture Scout can buy lunch at the taco stand and 
take a guest to the recruiting station for information about 
membership the values of Scouting

After dinner cooked in camp by the Crew, the Venture Scout 
will enjoy an evening around the campfire, wake up Sunday 
morning and attend an Interfaith Worship Service before 
breaking camp.  

Venture Crews can make the Big Event a half-day  Saturday 
experience by checking in at 7AM, attending Rappeling at 8AM, 
Scuba at 10AM, and finishing up with lunch and the recruiting 
station at Noon.  Crews and individuals should plan together 
to structure their Big Event experience to suit their needs. Each 
sample adventure experience will include information about 
how to contact consultants and include the adventure activities 
into the Crew’s annual plan. A  Crew that wants to consider a 
SCUBA trip can begin to learn how, or a Crew that wants to do 
team-building and leadership can conduct additional advanced 
COPE experience into the annual plan.  

COPE, or Challenging Outdoor Personal Experience, 
is a professionally taught team-building and problem solving 
challenge that includes obstacle course activities. Nothing could 
be better for building enthusiasm and skill in a team with new 
Venture Scouts. The four-hour introduction experience starts at 
8 AM morning session and again at 1 PM on Saturday. Limit 40 
participants. 

Intro to SCUBA will include safety instruction, gear 
familiarization, and pool practice with SCUBA gear supervised 
by SCUBA instructors and dive masters.   SCUBA gear will be 
provided, but participants need to bring their own swimming 
suits. Saturday at 8AM, 10 AM, 1PM, and 3PM, Limit 20 
participants. 

Rifle and Pistol Shooting will include safety instruction, 
familiarization training with rimfire revolvers and semi-
automatic pistols, and semi-automatic rifles with electronic 
sights (red-dot). Shooting instruction will include basic 
marksmanship on paper targets and completion on reactive 
targets.  Saturday at 8AM, 10 AM, 1PM, and 3PM, Limit 20 
participants.

Rappelling instruction will be offered on Saturday at 8AM, 10 
AM, 1PM, and 3PM, Limit 10 participants.

The Recruiting Station will include information for new Venture 
Scouts and their parents about Scouting Values, the operations 
of a Venture Crew, youth leadership training opportunities, 
adult advisor training opportunities, and high adventure 
opportunities. Applications will be available, but collection of 
membership dues will NOT be handled at the Venture Big Event 
and must be made through individual crews. Plans include 
participation by co-ed Venture Crews and all girls Venture 
Crews, so if you have an all-male crew, your boys can still invite 
girls to come, participate in the adventure, and consider joining 
the Venture Scouting program.  

Venture Big Eventat the Heard Scout Pueblo
April 29, 30 May 1 
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Thanks to 1903 
Scouters 
registered in 
Camelback District, 

3253 boys and girls 
(plus girls registered in 
the Soccer & Scouting 
program under Learning 
for Life) were provided 
the Scouting program of 
character and leadership 
development, along with 
many skills that will well 
serve them in life.  
These Scouts, boys and girls, are in 
the 144 units in Camelback District, 
which is the fifth largest district in 
Grand Canyon Council.  There are 
63 Cub Scout Packs, 61 Boy Scout 
Troops, 13 Varsity Teams and 20 
Venturing Crews in the district.

Among many other 
accomplishments in the district, 
five new Cub Scout Packs were 
established, and Soccer & Scouting 
was further extended in South 
Phoenix.

District JTE Gold Patches
All that "good work" also resulted in 
Camelback District achieving Gold 
status, the highest level of award in 
the Journey to Excellence program, 
for 2016.  District Scouters who 
have not yet received the District 
JTE Gold recognition patch, to be 
worn 4" below the shoulder seam 
on all Scout uniforms (below the US 
flag) on the right sleeve.

For District Scouters who didn't 
receive the patch, please contact 
John Wintersteen, Camelback 
District Chair, contact him at 
Roundtable on Thursday, February 
4, or email him at jdwintersteen@
gmail.com.

2015 Accomplishments
In 2015, Cub Scouts earned 946 
rank advancements and 100 Arrow 
of Light Awards.  Boy Scouts, 
Varsity Scouts and Venturing Scouts 
earned 896 rank advancements and 
2,243 Merit Badges.  And 60 young 
men earned the prestigious Eagle 
Scout rank, contributing a combined 
9,360 hours of service to their 
communities through their Eagle 
projects.

Under JTE, 70% of the units 
earned Bronze, Silver or Gold 
status in 2015, an indicator of 
the great outdoors, advancement 
and community service programs 
delivered to our Scouts.

Camelback District grew by 2.5% 
total youth, not counting Soccer 
& Scouting girls registered under 
Learning for Life.  In the district 
ScoutReach program, we continued 
to serve -- and expand -- inner city 
and other ScoutReach youth by 
delivering Cub Scouting to our after 
school programs.

The district also reached its 
fundraising goals for 2015, 
primarily thanks to 
strong showings 
by units selling 
popcorn 
($91,910, a 
22% increase 
over 2014) 
and Camp 
Cards.

We Are Gold
In 2015, for the first time, 
a large majority of district 
units earned Journey to 
Excellence (JTE) awards.
These awards are based on a unit 
establishing JTE goals in program, 
finance, training and membership 
early in the year, and then taking 
action to reach those goals by 
November.  The JTE score and 
award level are an indicator of a 
great program delivered to the boys 
in Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting and 
Varsity Scouting, and to the girls 
and boys in Venturing.

Unit Gold Award recipients for 
2015 are:

Cub Scouting:   
Packs 2, 6, 20, 33, 47, 127, 130, 
244, 329 and 340

Boy Scouting:    
Troops 6, 29, 33, 41, 127, 130, 147, 
201, 329, 340, 401 and 663

Varsity Scouting:   
Teams 6029, 6130 and 6663

Venture Scouting:    
Crews 2147 and 9029

Unit Silver Award recipients are 
Pack 663;  and Troops 111, 345 
and 669.

Unit Bronze Award recipients are 
Packs 29, 41 and 345; Troops 249 
and 336, and Crew 9130.

Units Earning JTE

February is the month that all units 
should be finalizing the 2016 
JTE goals, and setting out the 
plan to accomplish them before 
November.

❻
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for a
Job 
Well 
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So many, many Scouters have 
contributed their time, talent and 
money to developing character and 
leadership skills among Camelback 

District's almost 3500 youth, including girls 
registered in Soccer & Scouting in 2015.

Of the 1903 dedicated Scouters registered at 
the unit and district level, 70 plus one family 
were nominated and selected for awards that 
were presented at the January 30th District 
Adult Recognition Dinner.  Nominations were 
received from both unit and district Scouters, 
and the selections were made by a committee 
consisting of the District Committee Chair 
and Vice Chairs, and the Assistant District 
Commissioners.

Christina Padilla, who has served as both 
District Vice Chair for Program and District 
Vice Chair for Volunteer Development, along 
with many other roles in units, at the district 
level, and in the community, was selected by 
Grand Canyon Council to receive the Silver 
Beaver.
Six superb Scouters, Brent Gear, Gene Guerrero, 
Janice Hebert, Adam Kunz, Jeff Porter and Kevin 
Reeve, were presented with the highest recognition 
a district can give, the District Award of Merit.  Jeff 
Porter was presented his District Award of Merit 
placque, certificate and uniform knot patch, at 
Woodbadge by District Commissioner Mike Jones, 
since the Woodbadge course was in session as the 
same time as the awards dinner.

The nominating process for the 2017 District Adult 
Recognition awards begins in October -- all unit and 
district Scouters should be considering who they would 
like to nominate for these Camelback District Awards.

The other awards were present to:

Certificate of Service:  
Joe Ashton, Mary Bennett, Hobert Dunn, Robert 
Edenfield, Kendra Halterman, Charles Miller, Jen Schranz, 
Chris Suder, Angela Talbot and Bruce Brown

Spark Plug Award for relatively new Scouters who have 
shown great energy and commitment: 
Mark Armistead, Brice Boyter, Conner Carlson, Jennifer 
Conley, Ted Crews, Chet Foth, Crystal Foth, Orvell 
Franklin, Cindy Juarez, John Juarez, John Paul Lopez, 
Jackie Malone, Matt McWenie, Derrick Orozco Nicole 
Patton, Thomas Peot, Paul Price, Rachel Schafer, Ted 
Stark and Michael Tatlow

Cub Scout Hall of Fame:  
 Lynn Allen, Stephanie Espinoza, Melissa Goodman, Jim 
Poulin, Lisa Poulin and Evelyn Souze

Boy Scout Hall of Fame:   
Patrick Brinegar, Jim Brown, Henry Lam, Louie Padilla 
and Ed Tripplet

Venturing Hall of Fame:    
Jack Kelly and Steve Miller

Unit Committee Hall of Fame:   
Charles Arthur Bladine, Thyra Diaz, Alan A. Henry and 
David Sandvig

District Committee Hall of Fame:    
Sean Bridges, Brian Kohlenberg, Becky Porter, Jesse 
Randall, Michael Swaine and Kari Zangerle

Commissioner Hall of Fame:   
Kent Barnes, Brian Finn, Ted Keller, Cameron McMurtrey 
and Doreen Song

Order of the Arrow Hall of Fame:   
Karl Brandenberger and Bron Sampson

District Chair John Wintersteen received the Order of 
the Camel, a walkiing stick with a stone from the top 
of Camelback Mountain and a pewter camel mounted 
on top, for lifetime service to Scouting.

Jack Stieg was presented with a newly established 
award, the Jack Denton Stieg Award for Exceptional 
Tenure as a unit leader, for his 15 years of service 
as a Scoutmaster for Troop 643 from 1968 to 1984, 
and again as Scoutmaster for Troop 442 from 2000 
to 2015.

The Taputu family received the Scouting Family of the 
Year award for "exemplifying the Scout Oath and Law 
in Scouting in everyday life.  Usually a husband and 
wife team, both participating in Scouting.   Might have 
children in a Scouting program as well.  Usually stands 
out as a family which makes a positive difference in 
Unit, District or Council Scouting."

John Moody was received the Scouter of the Year 
Award.  His accomplishments in Scouting were laid 
out by Barry Paceley, past district chair of Camelback 
District.  This award is for someone who "exemplifies 
the Scout Oath and Law in Scouting and in everyday 
life.  Goes above and beyond a job description.  Makes 
large positive differences in the District or Council."
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