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You may think  
of them as  
a bundle of 
potential  
energy.
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Roundtable
AugustOur goal is to support 

adult leaders and 
build stronger units

Follow us on Facebook

Kickoff
at Beth El Phoenix 

1118 W Glendale Ave 
Phx, AZ •7:00 pm

That happens in
Scouting

Central District•BSA

      We see them as a 
mass of potential 

Eagle Scouts, getting ready
    to make a 
   difference.

Your Support makes it Happen,
    Thank you
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Roundtable2019
Mark Your 

Calendar
...for a Rountable you 
will not want to miss!

 This is what Scouting
is all about

 Discover the details
of your position

     in Scouting

Roundtable  
1st Thursday of each month

at Beth El Phoenix 
1118 W Glendale Ave  

Phx, AZ •7:00 pm

Commissioners

Your way to first learn 
about current events 

here first    Your "Go To" people  
when questions arise 

• JTE  Learn how to use Journey to 
Excellence to create a Unit Service Plan 
and monitor the progress of your Unit 
towards Gold.

• Unit Service The Commissioner is 
the pipeline for information, problem 
solver, and friendly assistant to 
each Unit.  Meet and greet YOUR 
Commissioner.  Better yet, sign up to 
become a Commissioner to an under-
served Unit.

• Rechartering Our yearly tally of 
Scouts and Scouters takes place each 
September through November, so that 
by January 1, all Units are registered 
and covered under the BSA plan.

• Chartered Organization Every Unit 
has a sponsoring organization that 
supports the program of the BSA and 
the individual Units. 

Program 
 
The most visible part of Scouting is 
programming, with various activities 
that make it fun and rewarding to be a 
Scout. This is where wilderness & 
life skills are taught, in addition 
to the knowledge needed to be 
a productive BSA leader. Central 
District organizes programs into 
four committees, with areas 
of responsibility that fall into: 
Advancement & Recognition, 
Training (adults and Scouts), 
Activities & Civic Services, and 
Camping & Outdoor Promotion.
These are the most visible parts of what 
we do in helping the individual Scouting 
units be successful.

Training

We all know that "every Scout deserves 
a trained leader."  Well, Central District is 
here to help you navigate the pitfalls of 
becoming trained!  Come to the training 
table during the August Roundtable 
and learn about the different training 
opportunities that are available online and 
through on-site course offerings.  This 
is for both new and seasoned leaders.  
Yes – even us experienced scouters need 
to be retrained!  During September’s 
Roundtable, I will be offering a breakout 
session that will cover step by step, 
how to navigate my.scouting.org, 
which is where all of the online training 
can be found.  As part of the Council’s 
100% Trained Leader Initiative, all of 
the direct contact leaders (Cubmasters, 
Scoutmasters, and Venturing crew 
advisors) need to be trained in their 
positions by the end of September.  Also, 
don’t forget that recharter is just around 
the corner!  Youth Protection Training 
for registered adults must be current in 
order for them to remain rechartered 
with their unit in 2020.

Communications 
• Newsletter - The monthly newsletter 

that informs and delights District 
members of what is happening in the 
coming months. Your questions and 
submissions are encouraged. We 
also encourage your thoughts on the 
meaning of Scouting.

• Website - This is the place to come 
to independently expand your 
knowledge, as well as learn about 
District activity. Here you may find 
more in-depth information on various 
topics plus a calendar of events for the 
coming year.

• Social Media over the next few years, 
we will be building a deeper social 
media presence

• Marketing - Our methods of reaching 
out to potential families and informing 
them of the benefits of Scouting.
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Volunteer Development 
ellow Scouters, welcome back to Central 
District after your summer break. I hope 
that everyone got the opportunity to attend 
camp, and that numerous merit badges 
were completed by the youth over the 
summer. As we kick of the last half of 
2019, we are here to help your units and to 
support you.

We have a big push to recruit more youth 
to the program, especially at the pack 
level. In order to accomplish this, we 
need your help in the following areas:

Membership - We are in need of 
individuals to help grow our program. We 
need committee members that can help 
visit schools in your area and to distribute 
recruiting flyers. This is just a small part 
of what the membership committee does, 
so the more help they have, the more 
successful we will be.

Camping Chair: Our camping chair is now 
our program chair. If you like camping than 
this might be a good position for you. You’ll 
be promoting the Scout camping program 
and maybe even making some suggestions 
as to where to camp. This position can 
influence the Central District JTE score for 
short- and long-term camping.

Commissioners. This is a fun experience. 
Being a commissioner gives you the 
opportunity to interface with other units 
and see different approaches that work. 

These ideas can be taken back to your unit 
or simply expand your knowledge of the 
Scouting program, to help us grow.

Volunteers. If you are interested in 
helping a committee but don't know 
where you would fit, come see me. 

Questions, please contact Robert Colony 
at rcolony@cox.net or 602-619-6267.

 Learn the various ways of 
supporting Scouting and where 

the money goes

 An important way your unit can 
earn money for campFinance

• Friends of Scouting 
Friends of Scouting is your council’s annual giving campaign. 
FOS represents the council’s major source of income to put 
into summer camps and fund many other activities that Scout 
Packs/Troops/Crews would not able to otherwise finance. 

• AZ Tax Credit  
This is an Arizona State credit that allows you to make a 
contribution to Scouting and you get credit for having made 
the contribution against what you owe to state taxes  

• Popcorn Sales  
Long established units, as well as future/newer ones, 
will be helped by being updated and as aware as possible 
about the nuts and bolts improvements made to the popcorn 
fundraising app. This will help simplify man of the details that 
popcorn programs include. There are webinars, videos, and 
instructional manuals available during the summer. Details on 
following through with these things (and more) may be found 
on the Grand Canyon Council Fundraising Forum on facebook. 
Those who aren't part of that group should reach out to 
Sondra Wendt at skwendt@cox.net to get invited to join.

The Order of the Arrow 
recognizes BSA Scouts 
and Scouters who 

best exemplify the Scout 
Oath and Law in their daily 
lives. This recognition 
provides encouragement 
for others to live these ideals 
as well. Arrowmen maintain and promote 
BSA camping traditions and cheerfully serve 
others both in and out of Scouting. The Order 
trains youth and adults to become better 
leaders and broadens members’ experiences 
and friendships beyond the unit and district. 
Visit the Oraibi Chapter table at August Central 
District Roundtable to find out how your troop 
or crew can benefit from having members 
undergo the induction process into Scouting’s 
National Honor Society. Chapter Adviser Guy 
Skirpan will answer your questions and help 
you plan for unit elections.

Roundtable2019
Order of the Arrow
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College of 
Commissioner

Science

Sat., Sept. 21, 2019
7:30am - 5:00pm
Early on-line Registration 
April 15 - Sept. 2  - $25 

Diamondbacks Night Out
Friday•August 16th•6:40

For Tickets•DBACKS.COM/Scouts

Come enjoy a fun night at  
Chase Field with fellow Scouts • Post Game SleepoverMammal Study Merit Badge 

Taught at OdySea Aquarium in Scottsdale, which 
is the largest marine aquarium in the Southwest, 
this merit badge covers the characteristics of 
Mammals classifications and other information. 

Saturday
August 24

OdySea Aquarium

https://scoutingevent.com/010-2019JulyOpenRifleBBShoot

Archaeology Merit Badge 
Pangaea Land of the Dinosaurs at OdySea in 
Scottsdale. You go back in time to the dinosaurs 
with educational exhibits featuring life-sized 
animatronic dinosaurs, interactive activities, fossil 
excavations and more. https://scoutingevent.com/010-2019JulyOpenRifleBBShoot

Saturday
August 18

OdySea

Oceanography Merit Badge 
Dive in to SEA LIFE Arizona Aquarium! Be wowed 
by the many strange, beautiful and fascinating 
creatures and journey through amazing underwater 
worlds. Find astonishingly close views of sea stars, 
sharks, and much more. https://scoutingevent.com/010-2019JulyOpenRifleBBShoot

Saturday
August 10

OdySea

https://.www.dbacks.com/scouts

Glendale/Phoenix
Friday•Aug 23-24th
Contact Kristine Slizewski at  

678-497-1887

Enter Promo Code:"SCOUT"

President's Summit • August 24, 2019 • 10am-2pm
https://scoutingevent.com/010-2019PresidentsSummit

A ll Commissioners and District Operations Volunteers... Please join us for the  
annual College of Commissioner Science training event and earn your 
Commissioner's degree, either Bachelor's, Masters or Doctorate.  

During this day you will:

➊ Grow and expand your knowledge and skills as a  
Commissioner in serving your Units.

➋ Network, meet new friends, and learn from other  
Commissioners and Scout volunteers 

➌ Enjoy a value added Scouting Day, great food, fun and fellowship.

In addition, there will be the opportunity for you to work towards your College of District 
and Council Studies degrees as well. As our Council progresses to meet the 100% 
Trained Leader Initiative, the District Committee Training Workshop will be offered 
again...open to All District level volunteers ( Commissioners and Operations volunteers).
See link to check out the course catalog and register now! 

Register Now
See you 

there!
Join us for the 2019 popcorn kickoff at Grand Canyon Council service Center 

on Sunday, August 4th, from 2-4PM. We will be discussing best practices, the 
campaign timeline, changes within the product, how to implement the new Trails 

End Sales App, storefronts, and answering your questions! 
Due to limited seating and the outdoor heat, please only bring your unit kernels and 
adult leadership.  We will not have entertainment or activities available for the youth, 
so any in attendance will have to join us inside throughout the meeting.  
Note that the Scout Shop will be open starting at 1:00 PM in case you need to pick up 
anything on behalf of your Pack, Troop, Crew, or Ship! 
Raffle: We will be raffling off a few banners, Square readers, and a dozen first draft 

picks of the Council Storefronts.  Must be present to be a part of the raffle.

Popcorn Kickoff Meeting

Sunday
August 4th
2:00pm-4:00pm

Council Headquarters
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There will be "Magic" themed activities while having a 
great time in the outdoors September 13-15, 2019.

Day Camp and Overnight Camping Options
Your family is able to attend Camp Kaibab as a day camp or 
camp Friday and/or Saturday night.

Fun for the whole family
Camp Kaibab is open to all Cub Scouts and their families, 
brothers and sisters can join in the fun if they can do so 
safely (recommended 5+ years old).

Pre-registration is required, and be sure to  
register early.  Registration filled up weeks before camp 
last year and we had to turn down several families.  
REGISTRATION ENDS Friday, August 30, 2019.  Unable to 
accept additional registrations after that date.

Columbus Day  
Weekend
Powder Horn
 This course is designed to help your troop, crew, or ship 

by exposing older scouts and adult leaders with safely 
conducted outdoor/high-

adventure activities of a fun and 
challenging nature.

The course provides first hand 
experiences, introduction, and the 
resources needed to successfully lead youth through a program 
of outdoor adventure. Course presenters are expert consultants, 
from inside and outside of Scouting, in each outdoor high 
adventure activity.

 Experience Hands-On Activities such as: Horseback Riding, 
Sailing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Paddle Boarding, Backpacking, 
Fishing, Rock Climbing & Repeling, Robotics, Welding, 
Astronomy, Dutch Oven Cooking, Shooting, Archery, Mountain 
Biking & More.

We hope so and the Grand Canyon 
Council is ready to help you. On 
Saturday August 24th, 2019, we  

will be hosting our first ever Eagle Merit 
Badge Clinic. This is your chance to earn up 
to 3 of the most difficult eagle merit badges. 
The event will be held at Heard Pueblo 
from 8:00am to 5:15pm and lunch will be 
provided.

All of these merit badges have some pretty 
long pre-requisites that can take up to 3 
months to complete. If you sign up for a 
merit badge please make sure you review the 
pre-req’s before you take the class. You will 
not be able to complete the merit badge at 
class unless the pre-req’s are completed.

We will be offering  
the following merit badges:
• Communications
• Camping
• Citizenship in the Community
• Citizenship in the Nation
• Citizenship in the World
• Personal Management
• Personal Fitness
• Environmental Science
• Sustainability
• Family Life
• First Aid

Friday - Sunday
August 13-15
Camp Raymond

5:00pm-10:00am
Saturday

August 24th
Heard Scout Pueblo
8:00am-5:15pm

Saturday
Oct. 11-12-13th
Lake Pleasant Park
8:00am-5:15pm

Join us at 

Camp Kaibab

Share your Scouting Story

Calling all Sorcerers, 
Great & Small! 

Leave No Trace 
Trainer Course
This course is open to all registered Scouts and Scouters. Must 
be 14 years or older. Registered participant’s families are also 
welcome to camp and enjoy the facilities and surrounding area. 
Children require a supervising adult not attending the course.

Upon successful completion of the 
Leave No Trace Trainer Course, each 
participant will become a qualified 
Leave No Trace Trainer.

Saturday
September 14-15

R-C Scout Ranch
8:00am-5:15pm

https://scoutingevent.com/010-2019FallLNTTrainer

https://scoutingevent.com/010-2019SoaringEaglesMBClinic

https://scoutingevent.com/010-2019Powderhorn

Soar with the Eagles
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Details for Arrow Tip 1 (Annual Planning) 
For many units, July and August are the time to develop the calendar for the new academic year.  Ensure 
that Scouts and Venturers don’t have to choose between unit events and chapter/lodge/section events by 

avoiding conflicting dates. The four regularly-scheduled lodge ordeals occur on the second weekends of 
September and October and the first and third weekends of May. Plan around other important dates such as 

the winter and spring fellowships, GCC Braves Pow Wow, lodge banquet, and section conclave. 

Was your unit disappointed about the summer program at Camp Raymond being cancelled this year? 
The camp is still open. Plan a unit outing at Raymond to escape the heat or enjoy the autumn colors. 
Experience the camp in a less structured environment. Support all of your GCC camps..

Vigil Nominations Needed Before September 4th
Submit vigil nominations to your chapter adviser by the Wednesday before 
the Camp Raymond induction weekend. Youth nominees (under 21) are 
especially important. At least 50% of the candidates chosen for the vigil 
honor must be youth. An inadequate number of youth nominations 
means the lodge cannot use its full allocation (roughly 2% of lodge 
membership) of candidates. The nomination form is available at 
wipalawiki.org. Anybody can make this nomination to the lodge; the 
process is not limited to vigil members or even to arrowmen.

 centraldistrict-gcc-bsa.org  Contact Editor - cbdcommchair@gmail.com 
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August & September
Include the lodge calendar in your  
unit annual plan
Prepare for the fall induction weekends 

Calendar
8/8 Next Oraibi Chapter meeting

8/22 Next Walpi Paho Chapter meeting

9/6 – 9/8 Induction weekend  
at Camp Geronimo

10/11 – 10/13 Induction weekend  
at Heard Scout Pueblo

10/18 – 10/20 Section W6W Conclave  
at Imperial Valley College

11/16  Braves Pow Wow

Chapter Adviser, Contacts 
Guy Skirpan (Oraibi Chapter - Camelback)  
guy.skirpan@wipalawiki.org 480-688-4518

Jon Taylor (Tovakinpi Chapter-Thunderbird) 
lughmacarawn@cox.net 602-293-7175

Jim Cockerham (Walpi Paho Chapter-Lake Pleasant) 
scoutsrcrazy@gmail.com 623-565-0885

Arizona

August 2019

Eligibility Changes
On June 7th the National Order of the Arrow Committee implemented a 
change in the brotherhood requirements. The waiting period between 
induction and Brotherhood eligibility was reduced from ten months 
to six months. During this time ordeal members should improve their 
understanding of the Order’s symbolism and use what they learned 
during the ordeal to be better leaders. Those who became Arrowmen at 
the May ordeals will be eligible for brotherhood before the end of 2019. 
Six months is the new minimum, but there isn’t a maximum. Even if 
you’ve been an ordeal member for decades, it’s never too late to seal your 
membership by becoming a brotherhood member.

On February 1st, membership was opened to female youth from girl 
troops, Venturing crews, and Sea Scout ships. Crews and ships are 
also now eligible to elect male youth candidates. Previously, only male 
youth candidates were elected by troops and teams. BSA members are 
considered youth in the Order of the Arrow until turning twenty-one.

Chapter Meetings
The Central District serves units from parts of the following three former 
districts: Camelback (Oraibi Chapter), Thunderbird (Tovakinpi Chapter), 
and Lake Pleasant (Walpi Paho Chapter).  The Oraibi Chapter meets on the 
second Thursday of each month from August to May at 7:00 pm at Beth 
El Congregation (1118 West Glendale Avenue). If you are not receiving the 
chapter emails, please contact Guy Skirpan to be added to the distribution 
list. The Tovakinpi Chapter meeting schedule is unknown to the author 
at this time. Contact Tovakinpi Chapter Adviser Jon Taylor for the most 
current information. The Walpi Paho Chapter meets at 7:00 pm on the 
fourth Thursday of the month at New Life Community Church (8155 West 
Thunderbird Road).

Details for Arrow Tip 2 (Induction Weekends) 
Become a member of the Order, complete your induction 
process by earning brotherhood, or enjoy cheerful service 
and fellowship at the fall induction weekends. Come to Camp 
Raymond from Friday 9/6 to Sunday 9/8 and /or Heard Scout 
Pueblo from Friday 10/11 to Sunday 10/13. Check-in begins at 
6:00 pm on Friday at each event.

Those recently elected or nominated as candidates for the 
Order become members by participating in an ordeal during 
the weekend. Ordeal candidates undergo ritual testing 
preceded by and culminated with ceremonies. The process 
prepares candidates to be better examples and leaders as 
they continue service to their units. At the second ceremony 
on Saturday evening, the new members each receive a white 
sash with a red arrow to be worn at OA events and when 
representing the Order. 

New ordeal members are able to leave after dinner (about 
8:00 pm) on Saturday or can depart Sunday morning (10:00 
am or earlier). Candidates for the Order of the Arrow have 
one year from their election / nomination dates to complete 
an ordeal (thus becoming ordeal members). Candidates 
who fail to attend an ordeal in that time must be reelected (or 

renominated in the case of adults) for 
another opportunity to join.

Ordeal members with at least six months (new policy) of 
membership can obtain their brotherhood on Saturday 
morning. This is a chance to reflect on their service since 
undergoing their Ordeals and to prepare for greater service in 
the future. At the brotherhood ceremony they each receive a 
new sash with red bars above and below the arrow.

 What are the other components of an induction weekend? 
There are fellowship and service opportunities for all 
members, great meals and snacks, and a trading post with 
the latest lodge patches and other supplies. Meet somebody 
new or catch up with longtime friends. Trade patches. Learn 
how other units or chapters do things and use those ideas 
to improve your next meeting. Also, the Lodge Executive 
Committee meets at 1:00 pm on Saturdays during the 
induction weekends (September 7th and October 12th). Come 
to hear and voice your opinion about the lodge’s plans. 

Candidates and members can register for an induction 
weekend at www.wipalawiki.org/calendar. Clicking on the 
weekend you want to attend will take you to a registration 
page.  Members are encouraged to serve as elangomats, 
kitchen staff, or service project workers. All participants must 
provide a BSA Health and Medical Record parts A and B.
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