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Where is there a 
boy to whom the 
call of the wild and 
the open road does 
not appeal?

Robert Baden Powell
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District

Spring 
Western Days

Camporee

Fri-Sat-Sun
April
15-17

Pioneer Living 
HistoryMuseum

T ime is drawing near and we need to have You 
the Scout leaders register for the Western 
Days Spring Camporee. Don't procrastinate 
any longer. We need to know who is coming 

so we can prepare the needed camp 
sites. This camporee proves to be 
without a doubt one of the most 
fun filled camporees ever. And it 
will be the first time ever for us 
to try and hold 10 events. I know 
what your all saying, there's only 
8 listed on the Camporee packet but there are two 
(2) that did not make the list at time of publication. 

Come join us in yester 
years events. Theses are 
events that they use to play 
back in the good ole west. Some of the events will 
test your skills as it did back then. Plus were making 
arrangements for you to see the Western Shootout 
at no extra charge. And let's not forget about our 
Weblows. There invited to this Camporee as well. 
You can wear Western clothes during the events but 
at times Class "A" Uniform will be needed. To find out 
what the 2 missing Events are you will need to come 
to the Camporee. I am ready and willing to set up 60 
Camp Sites. I challenge you to force me into setting 

them all up. Bet you can't do it. Right 
now I only have two (2) Troops signed 
up. I only need 58 more to meet my 
goal. The Challenge is on. Registration is 
open online or you can go to Council to 
register. Cost is $15.00 Youth/Adult and 
$10.00 for Camporee Staff. If you have 

any questions please feel free to Email me or see 
me or Hobert at the April's Roundtable. 

...the most fun 
filled camporees 

ever...Venture Scouts BIG EVENT will be a recruiting 
opportunity for current Scouts to experience  
high adventure and bring friends to sample 

one of the many possible in Venturing, receive 
orientation to Venturing, and sign up into a 
Venture Crew as a new member. The optional 
activities at the Heard Pueblo include overnight 
camping, Introductory SCUBA instruction, Rifle 
and Pistol Shooting, Rappelling, COPE course 
activities, and an interfaith worship service. 

The fee is $26 and will include select events to 
include in their Big Event Schedules, Signed 
consent are required, and forms will be collected 
at the registration check in, and at each adventure 
activity location. Download the appropriate 
parental consent forms a registration.

A Big Event Schedule for an individual participant 
can include camping over Friday night at the 
Heard Pueblo with their Venture Crew and a 
potential Venture recruit, cooking a breakfast 
meal Saturday morning, Scout can buy lunch at 

the taco stand and take a guest to the recruiting 
station for information about membership the 
values of Scouting.

After dinner cooked in camp by the Crew, the 
Venture Scout will enjoy an evening around the 
campfire, wake up Sunday morning and attend an 
Interfaith Worship Service before breaking camp.  

Venture Crews can make the Big Event a half-day  
Saturday experience by checking in at 7AM, 
attending Rappelling at 8AM, Scuba at 10AM, and 
finishing up with lunch and the recruiting station 
at Noon.  Crews and individuals should plan 
together to structure their Big Event experience 
to suit their needs. Each sample adventure 
experience will include information about how 
to contact consultants and include the adventure 
activities into the Crew’s annual plan. A  Crew that 
wants to consider a SCUBA trip can begin to learn 
how, or a Crew that wants to do team-building and 
leadership can conduct additional advanced COPE 
experience into the annual plan.  

Dear Fellow Scouters, 
We would like to share with you a way to make your Friends of Scouting (FOS) 
donations easier to manage.  Donors can make an FOS contribution via the 
internet. See the link below.

When you go to this weblink, you will see the following information and the 
person clicks on red “DONATE HERE” button.  The generous FOS donor can 

then make their contribution paying by credit card.  Thank you 
for taking the time to strengthen BSA by making your FOS 
contribution early this year.     Mike Warren, District FOS Chair

You Are Making an Investment
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100%

$96,000
http://www.camelbackdistrictbsa.rg/#!springcamporee/c1wda

12%

At Pioneer Living 
History Museum

FOS

in the Future and the Character of Our Youth!

 http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/donate/fos-campaign-support/54899

Fri-Sat-Sun
April 29, 30

May 1
Heard Scout Pueblo

 http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/donate/fos-campaign-support/54899



HarrumphCamel’sThe

www.camelbackbsa.org  Contact Editor - cbdcommchair@gmail.com 

A P R I L  2 0 1 6
BSA Grand Canyon Council

Camelback District

❷

Rank
Tiger

Wolf

Bear

Webelos I

Webelos II

Check-In
9am - 9:45

10am - 10:45

11am - 1`:45

12am - 12:45

1am - 1:45

Race Starts
10am

11am

12am

1pm

2pm

Race Schedule

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/1896747
http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/document/2016-updated-pwd-rules/160474Race Rules

Register before
April 14 get a T-Shirt

Register Early
as T-Shirt Supply is Limited

Send Your  

Packs Top 4 

Racers

• Thomas Maschue, Troop 340,  
Project: Collected touchscreen devices to 
be used as communication devices for kids 
with disabilities

• Deng Kang, Troop 401,  
Project: Repaired section of Trail 8B in the 
Phoenix Mountain Preserve

• Caelin Cox-Gonzalez, Troop 41,  
Project: Construction project that 
converted old classroom to a teachers’ 
lounge at The Weekday School (First 
United Methodist Church)

• Samuel Lett, Troop 644,  
Project: Restoration project cleaned and 
repaired the memorial wall (The Close) at 
All Saints Episcopal Church

March

Camelback District
New Eagle Scouts

Register

Kevin Reeve 
Whether you have seen him in action as an 11 
year-old Scout Leader or had the chance to 
attend his combined Leader Specific Training 
& Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills 
courses, Kevin is a Boy Scout through and 
through.  He is very knowledgeable and helpful 

to those around him.  He is a natural-born 
scouter who looks for ways he can help anywhere 

and everywhere.  Kevin Reeve is an invaluable 
resource to those around him.  Thanks for all you do! 

Lynn Allen 
What a treasure!  I came into scouting with little to no 
knowledge of what I was supposed to be doing.  Lynn 
helped me take a low preforming pack and in one year 
turn them into a Gold JTE pack.  She is spunky, well-
informed, and full of energy and fun.  I am indebted to 
her for all of the skills that she has provided me with 
and know that I am only one of her many success 
stories.  Lynn Allen is truly a Scouting treasure. 

Melissa Goodman   

Julie Kovarik 
Like many Scouters, Julie Kovarik was drawn into 
Scouting to do her part to support her her son James 
when he became a Tiger Cub – he’s now an Eagle 
Scout away at college.

In 2003, when her son became a 
Tiger, Julie first became involved 
in Scouting, culminating 
when she served as Pack 
100 Committee Chair for 
the two years her son was a 
Webelos.  She went with him 
to Troop 147, where she took 
the Scoutmaster position specific 
training so she could help with 
outings as Assistant Scoutmaster.

When her daughter turned 14 and wanted a more 
outdoorsy experience than her Girl Scout troop 
offered, she went to Venturing Crew 2147, which 
was largely inactive since most of the Venturers 
had gone off to college. Julie first served as Crew 
Advisor, and for the past three years as been Crew 
Committee Chair.

Julie also has been a major contributor at the District 
level for many years.  She served as the Camelback 
District Roundtable Commissioner for two years, and 
continues to serve as a Unit Commissioner.   Currently, 
she is also the vice chair of the Venturing BIG EVENT 
at the Heard Scout Pueblo April 29/30 and May 1 – 

in that role she manages the committee 
meeting processes and handles other 

tasks such as overseeing the 
recruiting aspect.

Julie attended Wood Badge 
in 2012, which she found to 
be “energizing and relevant to 

all areas of my life -- Scouting, 
work and personal alike – fantastic 

leadership training!”      

Recognition for Those Who Have Made
a Special Contribution to Scouting 
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First  
Council-Wide

Varsity 
Training

Cameron 
McMurtrey and 
other Philmont-

trained Varsity Scouters 
will present this exciting 
and interactive overnight course 
along with some of the best and brightest 
NYLT-trained youth in the Camelback 
District to teach us all the best way to run a 
Varsity program. 

This event is the first ever Camelback District 
hosted Council-wide training for Varsity 
Scouts and their Adult Coaches and Mentors. 
It will be held at the Heard Scout Pueblo at 
South Mountain on May 7th.

Whether you know everything there is to 
know about the Varsity program or you 
just accepted a position as a new coach or 
mentor, this course will help you and the 
young men in your team to truly catch the 
"Vision" of the Varsity program. 

Sign your team up today as 
registration is limited!

Sat
May 7

Heard Scout Pueblo

Roundtable 
Merit Badge 

Classes

April
Family Life
May
Family Life 
June
Family Life

July
Communications
August
Communications

September
Personal 
Management
October
Personal Management
November
Personal Management
December
Break - No Class

For full details on the merit badge requirements, 
please look at:  www.meritbadge.org

Camelback District

Elections - Troops and teams, 
schedule your OA unit election now so 
your candidates have an opportunity 
to attend the spring Ordeals. Have 
your unit OA representative, senior 
patrol leader, or team captain contact 
the chapter chief at ChiefOraibi@
wipalawiki.org at least two weeks in 
advance of your planned election date. 

Call-out - The chapter ceremony team 
will perform a Call-out ceremony at 
the camporee campfire on April 16th. 
This is an opportunity to publicly 
recognize your unit’s best Scouts with 
a memorable experience.

Ordeals - The spring Ordeal 
weekends are scheduled for Camp 
Geronimo on April 29th to May 1st 
and Camp Theodore Roosevelt (R-C) 
on May 20th to 22nd. Note that the 
venues and dates are different than 
the usual annual schedule. Candidates 
should register at least eight days in 
advance to receive a reduced rate and 
to help the lodge plan for adequate 
food and supplies. Go to wipalawiki.
org/calendar and click on the 
appropriate weekend to register. 

Ceremony team - Anybody 
interested in in joining or supporting 
the Uwiwita ceremony team 
(which serves the Oraibi Chapter / 

Camelback District) should contact 
Ceremony Team Adviser Keith 
Jendricks at uwiwita@cox.net. We 
are currently preparing for the Call-
out ceremony at camporee and the 
pre-Ordeal and Ordeal ceremonies 
at the two spring Ordeal weekends. 
Induction ceremonies (Call-out, 
pre-Ordeal, Ordeal, Brotherhood, 
and Vigil) may only be performed 
by youth Arrowmen (under 21 years 
old), so we are always seeking 
additional young men to fill these 
roles. Adults may perform in Arrow 
of Light and other non-induction 
ceremonies and are also needed for 
transportation and logistics. 

Also, the chapter is raising funds to 
purchase a 5 x 8 enclosed trailer to 
store and transport the ceremony 
team equipment. So far we have 
$1200 toward the estimated cost 
of $2500 to buy and register a new 
one. If you know of a good deal 
on a new or used one (with a barn 
door or doors, not a ramp) please 
contact Ceremony Team Adviser Keith 
Jendricks at uwiwita@cox.net.

If you have any questions regarding the 
Order of the Arrow, camping, or service 
opportunities. The chapter is here to serve 
the units of the Camelback District. 
      Chapter Contact:

Chapter Adviser Lou Padilla at 
AdviserOraibi@wipalawiki.org

OVERVIEW

http://www.camelbackdistrictbsa.org/#!merit-badge-schedule/c1zpe
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Melissa Goodman was born and 
raised in Arizona.  She is a 
graduate of Northern Arizona 

University where she earned a degree 
in Advertising.  While attending NAU 
she met and married her husband of 
15 years, Jeremy Goodman (married 
for 15 years, he wasn’t 15).  They 
are the proud parents of two young 
men ages 12 and 13 (proud, but very 
tired).  She has worked for the Valley 
of the Sun YMCA in Branch Marketing, 
as well as a Librarian in the Laveen 
Elementary School District.  She is 
currently a stay-at-home mom and 
focuses her time and talents on her 
family and her community.  

She first experienced Scouting by 
Gene attending pack meetings for her 
older brother, and seeing her mother 
volunteer as a “Den Mother”.  Melissa 
still remembers when she accompanied 
her mother’s den to a taping of the 
Wallace and Ladmo Show.  “It was one 
of the highlights of my childhood.”  

She remembers entering the studio 
and finding a seat for her little sister 
and herself.  Halfway through taping, 
the studio took a break and offered 
the audience snacks.  “Navigating the 
stairs was more difficult for my younger 
sister so I asked her to stay seated and 
I would go get snacks for both of us.  
When I returned to my seat my little 
sister had scooted over and took my 

chair.  Knowing that I had promised my 
mom I would be on my best behavior, I 
decided not to make a big deal about it.”  
No sooner had taping begun when her 
former seat, now occupied by her little 
sister, was selected to receive a coveted 
Wallace and Ladmo Tootsie Roll bank—
that her sister refused to share.  She has 
somehow managed to forgive her sister 
after all of these years!

Melissa has served as a Cubmaster 
for three years and is now serving as 
a troop committee chair.  She tries to 
live her life using a 3-12 attitude and is 
excited to roll-up her sleeves and help 
out at the district level as the new Vice-
Chair of Volunteer Development.

Gene Wikle serves as the Vice 
Chairman for Administration. Gene 
began his journey on the scouting 

trail over 50 years ago as a Cub Scout 
in Denver, Colorado. Later he would join 
Troop 73 in Tempe where he would earn 
the Eagle Scout Award. As a scout he 
served four years on the staff at Camp 
Geronimo and Outpost Camp. As a scout 
Gene was elected to the Order of the 
Arrow and would serve as the Chapter 
Chief of the the Walpi Chapter (Tempe) 
and as Lodge Chief of the Wipala Wiki 
Lodge. In 1970 became a Vigil Honor 
award member of the Order of the 
Arrow. In 1969 he attended the National 
Jamboree in Idaho. Gene also enjoyed 

the experience of being a Sea Scout 
where he learned to sail small sail boats 
and being an Explorer Scout with a high 
adventure Explorer Post. 

Gene is a retired Air Force officer. 
During his military career he served as 
a scoutmaster of an international scout 
troop in The Netherlands 
comprised of over 40 
scouts from five nations. 
He has also served 
as as scoutmaster 
for a National Youth 
Leadership Training 
course. Gene has 
attended Wood Badge 
and served on the 
staff of a Wood Badge 
course. During his 
scouting career he has 
served as Vice President 
of the Black Hills Area 
Council in Rapid City, 
South Dakota and 
as a member of the 
Executive Board of the 
Grand Canyon Council. 
In 2014 Gene received 
the Silver Beaver Award 
from the Grand Canyon 
Council. Gene has one son who is an 
Eagle Scout and three grandsons who 
have begun their adventure on the 
scouting trail. 

Meet Your Fellow Scouters
Malissa Goodman
Your New Vice Chair for Volunteer Development

Gene Wikle
Your New Vice Chair for Adminisration

Oak trees are the main attraction on this 6 mile 
round trip hike starting at the Pine Trailhead 
on the east side of highway 87 just before 

Pine. Arizona white oaks are one of the largest 
oaks in the Southwest, thriving on this trail. This 
hike descends into the ecosystem below the 

Mogollon Rim and is part of the 
Arizona Trail.

From the trailhead use caution 
crossing the highway, and look for a 
sign that reads, “Oak Spring Trail 16.” 
Stay on the trail as it winds around a 
small ranch and crosses a creek. It 
then passes through a burn area.  Next 
you’ll pass through a small wetland 
before topping out at Bradshaw Tank, 
where you'll see young pines and 
junipers. About an hour into the hike, 
the forest starts to thicken with oaks 
trees. In addition to the oaks, take note 
of the views over your left shoulder. 
In the winter, you'll see snow on high 
ridges across The Narrows, a canyon 
carved by Pine Creek.

From this point, the trail begins its 
general descent toward Oak Spring 
Canyon and switchbacks downhill. 
Turn left at Walnut Trail Intersection 
and continue 200 yards to a sign for 
Oak Spring. Then another 200 feet to 

the spring. This spring doesn’t make a lot of noise, 
but is powerful, as a lifeline to massive Arizona 
white oaks. Looking around, it’s easy to see how 
this trail got its name. The trees are impressive. 
Also, for what it’s worth, there’s a gorgeous 
meadow nearby. It’s the perfect place to chill out, 
grab a snack and admire the mighty oaks.
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Outdoor 
Techof the Month

UCO Grilliput  

UCO Grilliput Duo Is an actual grill that 
fits inside a 13-Inch tube. There's no 
shortage of portable grills in the market. 
But, you haven't seen anything that can 
pack as small as the UCO Grilliput Duo, 
which crams an entire barbecue rig inside 
a single tube.

Measuring just 11.4 inches long and 
0.9 inches in diameter when packed for 
transport, there's literally no way you can't 
find space for it in your bag. It weighs just 
19.8 oz, too, so it won't add that much heft 
to your stash.

The whole thing is minimalist, with the grill 
designed to be painstakingly assembled 
before being placed over an open charcoal 
fire, so it's not exactly the most convenient 
grill to use.  Still, if packing light is a 
priority, this is exactly the thing you'll 
want to bring to the trip.  Construction is 
stainless steel, with a bail for hanging in 
storage and grooves for cleaning soiled 
grill bars.

The price ranges from $19 - $29.  
Search the net for the best deal.

Boy Scouting and 
Venture units 
will design and 

build a boat to row 
in competition against other units for the 1st 
through 4th place leather ribbons! Dress like 
Pirates, Vikings, Pioneers, Castaways, etc., 
and decorate your craft to try and win the 
coveted “Perpetual Nautical Spirit Trophy”.  

The rain gutter regatta will be an amazing 
event this year.  We are focusing on new 
Cub Scout aquatics requirements this year. 
Cubs will be able to complete some of these 
activities while attending. Each registered 
Cub or sibling will receive an event patch. 
There will also be 3 metal Treasure chests 
full of pirate goodies for the 1st through 
3rd place winners.  The race will be triple 
elimination randomized by a computer 
bracket program and visible to the racers.  

The committee is working hard to bring out 
the best possible quality event that we can. 

Registration this year is $8 per Cub and 
$15 Per Scout/venture. 

The big event takes place April 30th, and 
can be found on the Grand Canyon Council 
website. You can download lots of event 
information their as well as watch a video 
of the event. 

Hope to see you there. 

Build-A-Boat 
Challenge

Sat
April 30 
Lake Pleasant

5th Anniversary

The following are various opportunities to earn Merit Badges that may not be available through 
your Troop or Crew sponsored and are sponsored by the Grand Canyon Council.

April Merit Badge Opportunities
Grand Canyon Council

Truck Transportation Merit Badge 
Saturday, April 9  
8:00 AM - 11:30 AM  -  $10.00   
Register: 
 

Metalwork Merit Badge 
Saturday, April 23, 2016  
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  -  $15 
Sheet Metal Workers' Training Center 
2534 E Adams St, Phoenix, AZ 85034 
Register:  

Soil & Water Conservation Merit Badge 
Saturday, April 23  
9:00 AM- 11:00 AM  -  $5.00 
Register:  
 

 
Other Training Opportunities 
Swimming & Water Rescue 
Saturday, April 9  
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  -  $45.00 
Register: 

Trainers EDGE for Youth (14-18 years old) 
Saturday, April 9  
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM  
Register: 

Law Enforcement Exploring Shooting Competition
Saturday, April 23 
8:00 AM -  12:00 PM - $20.00 per Participant
Heard Scout Pueblo 
1901 E Dobbins Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85042

Details
• All weapons and ammunition are provided, please do 

not bring any personal weapons or ammunition to the 
competition.

• If you have eye and ear protection please bring it, if 
you do not have any it will be provided.

• Targets will be provided. 

• Each participant will participate in at least two “heats” 
(or whatever the appropriate term is)

• Each participant will be allowed to familiarize 
themselves with and shoot the weapons before 
competition.  Primary competition will be completed 
using rifles, the final scoring rounds to break ties or 
determine the winner will be done with pistols.

• Scoring will be explained in detail at the competition, 
but it will be based on the ability to provide tight, 
consistent groupings (similar to the rifle shooting 
merit badge requirements which are;   Using a .22 
caliber rimfire rifle and shooting from a bench rest or 
supported prone position at 50 feet, fire five groups 
(three shots per group) that can be covered by a 
quarter.

• Every participant will be required to be present for the 
safety briefing, first thing in the morning, or they will 
not be allowed to compete.

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/1858537

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/1854911

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/1833646

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/1895645

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/1812078

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/event/1865669
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Your boys still have a great 
opportunity to continue to sell 
camp cards to raise money needed 

to attend camp this year. Keep in mind 
that you can also use the funds for any 
other scouting related items. You have 
until the end of May to sell the cards. 

Units need to check in their remaining 
cards and check them out before 
launching their new sale.

To get more cards, just contact Fernando 
Gomez 602-955-7747 ext 243  
Fernando.Gomez@scouting.org

They still have value 
to buyers through 
discounts from supporting 
businesses. 

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/activities/camp-card/55186

“Scouting's Journey 
to Excellence” is the 
BSA's council performance 

recognition program designed to 
encourage and reward success and 
measure the performance of our units, 
districts, and councils. It is meant to 
encourage excellence in providing a quality program at all levels of the BSA. 
Journey to Excellence is your scorecard for Scouting success. It helps you 
identify, quantify, track and report key factors to make the program you deliver 
to Scouts and Venturers even better.

Journey to Excellence, often shortened to JTE, strengthens Scouting at least 
three times a year:

   • Before the year, during annual planning 
   • During the year to track performance and progress 
   • At the end of the year to assess progress and plan for the new year

You’ll find JTE standards at each level of Scouting — individual units (packs, 
troops, teams, crews, ships and posts), districts and councils. The JTE 
scorecards can be downloaded from www.scouting.org/jte

The standards incorporate factors proven to lead to good Scouting. These 
specific goals are based on actual measured performance in the field, 
meaning a unit that scores well on the scorecard is doing it right.

Units, districts and councils want to improve their JTE scores year after year. 
Similarly, the JTE standards themselves are improved annually.

What are JTE standards? 
Your unit’s score encompasses a number of key objectives:

   • Planning and budget 
   • Membership 
   • Program 
   • Volunteer leadership

The Camelback District is committed to achieving success through the 
Journey to Excellence program. The District Committee encourages every 
unit in the district to use the JTE program as the scorecard to a successful 
scouting program.

Excellence is the Standard
Achieving the Best Program for your Scouts All unit leaders:  We appreciate your dedication to serving the youth of our area.  Your unit commissioner can help get all the 

tools you need to help you do your very best.  Come to Roundtable to learn how to make the best use of the tools you have 
and how do add more tools to your collection.  We are looking forward to seeing you there.

Areas Commissioners can help advise and support Unit leaders.
• Building parental support
• Membership growth
• Unit finances & Fundraising ideas
• Family camping
• Troop camping
• Webelos overnighters
• Adult coaching 
• Adult leadership training
• Training youth leaders

• Recruiting adult help
• Strengthening program plans
• Merit Badge Counselors
• Troop Board of Reviews
• Troop Courts of Honor
• Uniform inspections
• Pack "Blue and Gold" Banquets
• Parents meeting
• Helping with Problem solving

• New leader orientation
• Youth Protection Training
• Maintaining Standards
• Awards and Recognitions
• District and council event information
• Help improving charter relations
• Journey to Excellence
• Helping with Unit re-chartering

Commissioner’s Corner

We truly look forward seeing all 
your scouts at camp this year. 
Summer camp is one of the 

ideals of Scouting and it is the laboratory 
where everything they learned this year 
comes into play. 

Let’s make sure that no scout  
is left behind.

April 29th
Deadline for  

Camperships is 
approaching

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/openrosters/docdownload.aspx?ID=13512

Campership Application

Summer Camp Information

http://www.grandcanyonbsa.org/outdoors/camping/5824

Time to think 
about Summer 
Camp

What a great feeling  
for a scout to be  
able to say, “I earned my way to camp”!

After Sale Camp Cards


